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President’s Letter

By Rebecca Dunavent

Whew! I don’t know about you, but the month of May has just flown by this year!
Between all Memorial Day observances, graduations, awards ceremonies, Big Day of Giving, a
primary election, and some weird weather it was an incredibly busy month! I’m hoping that the
summer will bring some “down time”!

For those of you who were unable to make it in May, our guest speaker was Don Wolfe
who spoke about his taking two Piper Super Cubs from Washington to Alaska. What an
Adventure that must have been and his stunning photography was a delight to see. He also
talked about the Auburn Aviation Association Scholarship program. This is a program whose
mission is to fund scholarships to fledgling pilots, a number of whom have gone on to join the
military. The scholarship program is not a contest where “winners” are given money for flight
training, but rather, are awarded scholarships based upon their application and interview
performance. The Association also quite often has aircraft displays. Be sure to check them out!

May started off with the Big Day of Giving and, thanks to the support of many of our
members, we received over $1,500 in donations. If you were unable to participate this year, you
can always donate directly to the council at any time and your donation is totally tax-deductible!
Memorial Day observances were absolutely beautiful this year! Our very own RADM Bonnie
Potter was the emcee at the events. She always does such a beautiful job telling us the stories
of the Gold Star families - and she does so for FOUR separate ceremonies! It is so important to
pause and reflect on the meaning of Memorial Day - thank you Bonnie for being such an
integral part of Memorial Day in our community!

We finished off the month with the California primary election. As one of our main
fundraisers, the Placer County Navy League works with the American Legion Auxiliary in
Foresthill to run one of the vote centers for Placer County. Bonnie has worked elections for
nearly 20 years and her leadership and knowledge of the voting process is unsurpassed! A big
thank you to everyone that worked: Don and Mona Anderson, Greg and Alicia Wilbur, Steve
Delikat, Mike Brown, Tom Dunavent, Don and Nancy Goard. If you have never had a chance to
participate in the election process, we are always looking for people to join us!

Lastly, as July 4, 2026 approaches, please be sure to take time to enjoy some of the
activities that are occurring to celebrate America’s 250 th birthday. We are so lucky to live in
this county land sometimes it is easy to forget how special it is to be Americans. I think you will
all agree, that even though she has her flaws, there is no more wonderful place to live than the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA!



In Memoriam

Charles “Chuck” Shumate

11/11/1923 - 5/14/2026

Chuck was born in Missouri on November 11, 1923, five years after the end of World
War I. He was raised in Ohio and later lived in New Mexico before moving to Northern
California. He served in the US Army in World War II from 1943 to 1946, achieving the rank
of Staff Sergeant. He was assigned to a heavy weapons platoon in the 66™ Infantry Division, in
charge of two machine gun squads and he supported the Battle of the Bulge. He served in the
Air Force reserves from 1950 to 1952.

After World War II Chuck got a job driving heavy equipment near Toledo, Ohio, and
then worked in factories before getting a job in data processing. He spent over 30 years in data
processing in both the government and in private industry, with the job taking him to New
Mexico and then California. He retired in 1982.

Chuck was a confirmed bachelor until the 1950s when he married a woman with 4
children, ages 4 to 10, which he raised as his own. They were together for 62 years until her
death in 2015. He was very proud of his children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren. With family numbering over 120, celebrating his birthday was a
major event!

Chuck started coming to our Council meetings with his friend, Paul Pennington, and he
became a member in 2021. He was able to live on his own, cook his own meals and drive to
our meetings from his home in Citrus Heights, although he told Bonnie that he was taking more
back roads to stay off the freeway. Last year he was presented with a Quilt of Valor at a
Council meeting.

Chuck loved to read and play golf. He approached life with a steady humor. He
believed it was important to make fun of yourself occasionally, and to keep smiling and keep
moving. Chuck was a wonderful man and will be missed by all who knew him.



Chapel of the Hills, Lassila Funeral
Chapel, TGH Aviation Scholarship
Awarded

By Bonnie Potter

The Placer County Navy League Community Affiliate Scholarship awards $200 out of
the $230 received by the Placer County Council for each Community Affiliate membership.
We have three Community Affiliate members, Chapel of the Hills, Lassila Funeral Chapel and
TGH Aviation. This year instead of awarding three $200 scholarships, one Placer High School
graduate, Taylor Westfall, was selected to receive $600. Taylor plans to pursue a degree in
psychology, with a focus on school psychology or therapy so she can support and guide
students in their academic and personal growth. She maintained above a 4.0 while taking AP
courses, and played tennis for Placer High, serving as team captain.

The bonus question on the application is about the meaning of Veterans Day. She wrote
that Veterans Day means honoring the courage and the sacrifice of the men and women who
have chosen to serve our country. It is also a reminder of her grandfather, who served in the
Navy during the Vietnam War. His service is especially meaningful to her because he
volunteered to serve when many were being drafted. Her grandfather rarely talked about his
experience during the war, and she realized that silence could represent trauma and memories
one does not want to relive. So, to Taylor, Veterans Day is not only about recognizing the time
someone spent in uniform, but about honoring the lifelong sacrifices veterans make that are
both visible and under the surface.

The Placer County Council NLUS congratulates Taylor Westfall on her achievements.

Opposite: Taylor Westfall thank you letter (Photograph courtesy of Bonnie Potter).
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Pacific Central Region Meeting Recap

By Don & Mona Anderson

Don and Mona Anderson arrived early on May 30 at Gresham Hall, only to find it
locked. They managed to sneak in through the Chow Hall, where cooks were already preparing
meals for the day, then found their way through a maze of hallways into Gresham. Pacific
Central Region President Steve Nash arrived a few minutes later and they all figured out how to
open the doors and set up chairs and tables for the meeting. Others began arriving and
attendance, by the time they were having orange juice and pastries, numbered 13, representing
eight of the councils in the 16-council Region.

After the welcome and the Pledge, Bill Kinsey, representing the Contra Costa Council,
reported concerning their Youth Programs. He spoke of the hiking program he had instituted as
a great way to emphasize physical ability and give the Youth a chance to form community with
one another. As liaison to the Coast Guard Auxiliary, he reported on the Auxiliary, defining
what that group does, and does not, do for the Coast Guard. Specifically, they can perform civic
missions. They do not do policing, wartime or other such confrontational activities. Right
now, they are organizing and overseeing several medical and food service activities. He then
reported about Contra Costa’s Legislative Affairs involvement and what they are doing with
their adopted units.

Michel Langford, representing the Alameda Council, reported that they are very
involved with the planning and funding of the Coast Guard Ball, scheduled for September 11th.
They are also involved in planning for Fleet Week, but the first meeting isn’t until next month,
so she had no update on that.

Next we heard from Admiral Andy Lennon, the Sea Cadets Executive Director, by
Zoom. He explained the Sea Cadet mission: to give the necessary skills for and appreciation of
the Maritime services ... Navy, Coast Guard, and Marines ... to the Youth, especially stressing
the importance of the Merchant Marine and the importance of the ship building trades and the
entire industrial base of the Maritime industry. He is currently working to get Sea Cadets and
NJROTC units on ships, for real sea experiences, for the country’s 250™ anniversary
celebrations. He stressed that there is almost no interaction with or overlap in the Sea Cadets
and NJROTC units.

We then heard an update from National by Karen Maddox, also by Zoom. She briefly
mentioned the Sea-Air-Space conference, April 19th-22nd, in Maryland, the Legislative Affairs
Fly-in June 1st-2nd to Washington D.C. to meet with Congressional leadership, and the
National Convention of June 3rd-6th in Norfolk VA. She reported the website refresh is in
progress and going live in July. A Nuwbi and Sage Database currently being worked on will
increase the Finance Team’s efficiency. Nationally, we now total 28,940 members. She also
explained the new membership structure: Premium Memberships will be $55.00 for one year,
$250.00 for five years and $650.00 for Life. A basic membership is at no cost and Association
Partner Memberships are similar to the Community Affiliate memberships that exist now.
Rebates to Councils will be 20% of the dues. It is unclear how or if the free memberships will
renew.

Placer County Council was represented by Don and Mona Anderson. Don reported,
stating we now, after Sacramento’s merger with us, have 250 members, 35 of these from Sea
West, and that four or five of the Sacramento members attend the Auburn meetings. Due to the
merger, Placer has taken on more Sea Cadet units, a MJROTC unit and several additional
Active Duty units. He spoke about the programs, dinners and attendance at our meetings and
about our various scholarship programs. Membership Chair Bonnie Potter is still trying to
figure out how many of the new members currently listed as for Sacramento Council are
deceased. She is also contacting the Sea West members, none of whom have any idea what the
Navy League is or that they are members.



The Merchant Marine Council was represented by Virginia and Frank Gibson. Virginia
spoke about some of her specific problems, the worst being she has had no guidance on what
her council can do to assist the merchant fleet. Her council’s members are widely scattered and
their meetings are by Zoom.

Angus Blackwood reported for the San Francisco Council. He said that he had failed to
file some paperwork with the state and so had to pay fines and do vast amounts of paperwork to
get the council re-instated and that the moral to his story is to not ever miss state paperwork
deadlines. The council supports numerous Youth and Active Duty units, including several from
the currently inactive Monterey Council.

Alfred Saroni and Greg Owen represented the Oakland Council, and reported they
support some eight adopted units, average about 12 active attendees at their meetings, and
hosted a BBQ not long ago for their adopted units, with the funding coming primarily from
their Bingo games. They are finding the recruiting of new members is difficult. They used to
do a BBQ for Fleet Week, but the Fleet Week planners set it up and the council did the grill
work. Now the insurance and other set-up necessities are too difficult: the Fleet Week planners
don’t want to do it but want the council to do it and the council does not want to take on that
responsibility.

John Gumba of Marin County Council reported they have a lot going on: they have
adopted a Coast Guard Cutter, in addition to their two local units and several more from around
the area. They recently had a recruitment booth at a Memorial Day event and gained 10 new
members from that.

Vallejo Council was represented by Julio Blea, Neil Giles and Steve Nash, who reported
about their Wreaths Across America program for the historic Mare Island Cemetery. The
owners of the Tiburon Ferry continue to do annual Bay Cruises at no charge to the council, so
that all the proceeds the council collects from those goes toward funding the many Wreaths
needed for the cemetery.

After brunch in the Chow Hall, Steve introduced his friend and work associate, Mike
Marty, our guest speaker. Mike, an ex-Marine, an old friend of Steve’s, and, like Steve, a
retired investigator, shared fascinating information about the Retired Investigators’ Guild. This
is a group of retired, experienced investigators who are taking on police cold cases and trying to
solve them with new methods. They also are working to identify and bring home the remains
of MIA soldiers, specifically from Vietnam. They are doing this work at no charge. RIG is a
tax-deductible 501¢3 organization, existing nationwide plus in Canada and England and it
would welcome help from the Navy League, in terms of volunteers with special and applicable
skills, donations and simply spreading the word about what they do.

Lastly, Steve presented a Legislative Affairs update from Marylyn Wong of the Marin
Council. She reported that Marin has members, including herself and her husband, Bill
Stevens, on the Fly-in to Washington, D. C. to present several bills to their representatives in
Congress, including an act to build more ships in the United States, a pay-the-troops act and a
service enlistment and recruitment act.

The meeting turned to general discussions touching on the openings for positions as
officers in the Region to the new membership format and announcements, among the
announcements being from Steve that there is money available for Sea Cadet Scholarships, so
contact him if a council has a need. Angus mentioned that the Sea West memberships could be
advantageous as a marketing tool to recruit new members.

The meeting adjourned at about 1:00 p.m.

Mona Anderson



Memorial Day

By Bonnie Potter

I was honored to serve as the Master of Ceremonies for four local Memorial Day
Ceremonies hosted by the Placer County Navy League, in coordination with the American
Legion Post 84 family, VFW Post 904 and their Auxiliary and the Knights of Columbus 2778.
Prior to Memorial Day, Scouts, Girl Scouts, American Heritage Girls and the Young Men’s
Service League, assisted by adult volunteers, placed flags on veterans’ graves and Scout Troop
13 placed a beautiful aisle of flags at the New and Old Auburn cemeteries.

The first ceremony was held at the War Memorial at New Auburn Cemetery and was
attended by a large crowd of people. The colors were presented by Luther Burbank Navy
Junior ROTC Color Guard followed by the singing of the National Anthem by Larry LaVerne
and the pledge of allegiance led by Seaman Apprentice Valentina Cheng of the Sacramento
Division of the Sea Cadets, followed by a reading she authored. Navy League Chaplain Bruce
Lundberg offered the invocation and a benediction. Remarks were made by Congressman
Kevin Kiley, Vice Mayor Rachel Radell-Harris and Placer County Supervisor Cindy Gustafson.
A beautiful wreath from O’Shay’s florist was laid at the War Memorial by three Gold Star
family members while bagpiper, Neil Henderson, played Amazing Grace. Many years ago,
Council member Sally Cerksena, who served in the Navy Nurse Corps during World War 11,
started the tradition of giving flowers to Gold Star Mothers attending the ceremony. Today the
Council presents a corsage or boutonniere to Gold Star family members attending.

As the ceremony was ending, honors were rendered with a three-rifle volley by our
Auburn Area Honor Guard followed by the playing of Taps by Placer High School students,
Joel Aviles and Kevin Reyes. At the end of Taps, Kathy Dusart of Doves of White released her
beautiful white doves.

Following the ceremony at the New Auburn Cemetery, there were ceremonies, with a
wreath laying and the rendering of honors, held at Old Auburn Cemetery, Newcastle Cemetery,
and the Maidu Indian Burial Grounds. The Ticonderoga Division of the Sea Cadets presented
the colors at the Old Auburn and Newcastle ceremonies. SA Cheng led the pledge and did a
reading at the Old Auburn ceremony, and Donna Hoffman of American Heritage Girls Troop
522 led the pledge and read a poem she authored at Newcastle and Maidu. Prayers were
provided by American Legion Auxiliary Chaplain Bonnie Bradbury. During the ceremonies |
spoke about several young men from our local area who died while serving in uniform and they
will never be forgotten. Our Council provides the wreath for New Auburn, with wreaths
provided by the Knights of Columbus at Old Auburn, the American Legion at Newcastle, and
the VFW at Maidu.

Memorial Day is a day of remembrance for those who made the ultimate sacrifice in
defense of our freedoms, and to recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by their family
members. Thank you to everyone who participated in or attended the ceremonies, especially
those who came to all four.



Above: Sea Cadet SA Valentina Above: Luther Burbank NJROTC

Cheng (P hotogr aph courtesy of Color Guard (Photograph courtesy of
Bonnie Potter). Bonnie Potter).

Above: Ticonderoga Sea Cadet Color Guard at Old Auburn Cemetery
(Photograph courtesy of Bonnie Potter).



Quilts of Valor Presentation

By Rebecca Dunavent

At its April 20th meeting, the Placer County Council of the U.S. Navy League members
and guests got to see Don Roby and Marty Sherr receive their Quilts of Valor. Ruby Ulrich,
founder of Threads of Gratitude, one of 700+ groups and approximately 11,000 volunteers
across the country that make up Quilts of Valor Foundation (QOV) presented these lovely quilts
along with the quiltmakers. As of September 30, 2025 there have been 424,428 quilts award to
veterans. If you would like to nominate someone to recognize their service to our country,
please visit The Quilts of Valor Foundation.

It was a special evening to be able to recognize these two for their service to our
country!

Above: Marty Sheer receiving her Quilt of
Valor. Left to right: Becky Dunavent-
Placer County Council Navy League
President, Mona Wooden-Quiltmaster,
Marty Sherr-CAPT, USN (ret), and Ruby
Ulrich-Quilt of Valor, Threads of Gratitude
(Photograph courtesy of Ruby Ulrich,).

Right: Don Roby receiving his Quilt of
Valor. Left to right: Lynn Tubbe-
Quiltmaster, Don Roby, Lynette Roby, and
Ruby Ulrich-Quilts of Valor, Threads of
Gratitude (Photograph courtesy of Ruby
Ulrich).



https://www.qovf.org/

Historical Figure Highlight:
“Mad Jack” Churchill

By Natalie Brennan

There are countless historical figures that I could talk about, even more so for the D-Day
invasion of June 6, 1944. However, if I talked about all of them in one newsletter it would
likely contain an infinite amount of pages that would probably violate some kind of page-limit
law, or be the reason a page-limit law comes into existence. So, I am going to simply highlight
one individual that some of you might not know.

We have all probably heard about the exploits of General Norman Cota on OMAHA
Beach, General Theodore Roosevelt on UTAH Beach, and Billy Millan, the bagpiper, of
SWORD Beach, all of whom were memorably portrayed in the blockbuster film The Longest
Day. However, there were a lot of other individuals whose exploits that day went almost
unnoticed. This historical figure highlight is of a man who has very likely become legendary in
his own right simply for the sheer craziness he displayed: Lt. Col. John Malcolm Thorpe
Fleming Churchill, known as “Mad Jack,” the officer who went into battle armed only with
bagpipes, a broadsword, and a longbow.

You heard that right. “Mad Jack” Churchill—no relation to the British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill—went into battle armed with archaic weaponry. Born in 1906—his
birthplace location varies based on different sources—the young man grew up with a love of
adventure due to his father being a senior administrator in the British colonies of Ceylon and
Hong Kong. After finishing school, in 1926, he was commissioned into the 2™ Battalion of the
Manchester Regiment, where he became intensely interested in the Scottish bagpipes, excelling
at the instrument under the tutelage of the Cameron Highlanders’ Pipe Major. Upon returning
to England, Jack left the army due to the lack of action in the Interwar Years, and instead
decided to travel and become an actor and entertainer. It is said that he had a minor role in
various films such as The Drum as a bagpiper. Having an additional intense interest in archery,
Churchill represented Great Britain in Norway at the 1939 World Archery Championships in
Oslo, Norway.

If the year 1939 was not ominous already, war soon broke out with Britain’s declaration
of war on Germany after the latter’s invasion of Poland. Churchill, being in the reserves, was
recalled to his old regiment to be a captain in the British Expeditionary Force in France.
However, when he showed up on the battlefield, he carried what might best be considered the
most unconventional equipment ever: he carried his bagpipes, a longbow, arrows, and a
Scottish claybeg—a basket hilted sword similar to the claymore. When asked by a superior
officer what he was doing with such equipment, Churchill simply responded: “Sir, it is my
opinion that any officer who goes into action without his sword is improperly dressed.”

Proper dress or no, Mad Jack put these archaic weapons to good use. Having
represented his country in the Archery Championships, Churchill knew that the longbow was a
very effective weapon due to its silence and accuracy of two hundred yards. During the Battle
of I’Epinette, prior to the Dunkirk evacuation, Churchill proved this old weapon’s worth when
he ambushed a German patrol, shooting the patrol leader with a barbed arrow from his
longbow. After transfixing the patrol leader, Mad Jack used two machine guns to fight the
enemy until the ammunition was spent. Afterwards, he led his company to safety through the
night, despite being wounded himself.

With the creation of the commandos, Mad Jack became second in command of the unit
that raided Nazi garrisons in Vagsay, Norway during the 1941 battles. One historian, Sir John
Hammerton noted that “Mad Jack™ encouraged his men forward by playing March of the
Cameron Men on his bagpipes, before throwing grenades at the enemy and charging ahead,
armed with his claybeg. His actions in Norway and France earned him the Military Cross.
That was just the beginning of his World War II adventures. Churchill led troops in 1943
during the fighting in Sicily, still playing the bagpipes to urge his men forward. Additionally,



during the Salerno landings, he captured forty-two German troops and a mortar crew... with
only his claybeg. This earned him two Distinguished Service Order medals.

Whilst fighting in Yugoslavia during early 1944, Jack commanded forty-two
commandos, plus an additional 1500 militia and partisans in order to overthrow the
German-occupied territory. Their main target was an airstrip that was under construction on the
island of Bra¢, which the British worried could help the Italians fight off the Americans.
Raiding and besieging the island by night, Jack’s mission unfortunately failed and he was
captured. Due to his rank and last name, the German High Command wanted to question him,
so he was flown to Sachsenhausen concentration camp in Berlin. While there, he managed to
escape the camp and walked over one hundred miles to freedom. It took Jack two days to walk
from Germany to Italy, where he met up with American troops, who helped him get to an area
where he could fly back to England.

On June 6, 1944, “Mad Jack” was assigned to the 47" Royal Marines. He landed on
GOLD Beach, armed with his longbow, arrows, and his claybeg. Upon reaching the beachhead,
he decided to sheath his sword and play The March of the Cameron Men on his bagpipes.
Miraculously, despite the hail of MG42 gunfire peppering the beaches, Jack was never hit, even
though he was standing in the open, perfectly still, playing the bagpipes. According to
whsjohnnygreen.org, once the beach was secured and prisoners taken, these German POWs said
that the reason none of them shot at Churchill was because “if a crazy bastard was going to play
music here, he deserved to live.”

With the end of the war in Europe, Churchill was soon to be transferred to Burma—
having previously served there in 1926—where the fighting was growing in intensity.

However, by the time he arrived, the Americans had already dropped the two atomic bombs on
Japan, which resulted in the surrender of the final Axis power. His plans to fight in the Pacific
scrapped, a perturbed “Mad Jack Churchill was said to have commented: “If it weren’t for
those damn Yanks, we could have kept the war going another ten years!”

While World War Il may have ended, “Mad Jack’s” adventures did not. He became a
parachutist, joined the Highland Light Infantry, trained and fought in Palestine against the Arab
forces, while simultaneously coordinated evacuation and rescue efforts for civilians who were
under attack. Even after he retired in 1959 at the age of fifty-three, he still remained eccentric
as ever. For example, according to allthatsinteresting.com, every time he took the train home,
he would throw his briefcase out of the window; when asked why he would do that, he simply
responded that he was simply throwing his briefcase into his backyard so that he didn’t have to
carry home from the station.

Lt. Col. John “Mad Jack” Churchill passed away in 1996 at the age of eighty-nine. His
legacy as one of the most crazy, eccentric mad lads in military history will hopefully live
alongside those of Thomas Cochran, John Paul Jones, Adrian Carton de Wiart, and many more.
In my short blurb, I hope I have succeeded in carrying on the legacy about this absolute legend
who went into the battles of World War II armed only with a longbow, arrows, bagpipes, and a
sword.

Sources:


https://allthatsinteresting.com/mad-jack-churchill
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Fighting-Jack_Churchill/
https://whsjohnnygreen.org/features/2016/04/05/the-amazing-story-of-mad-jack-churchill/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6tS6-DU9Lg

Above: British troops storming a beach. John “Mad Jack” Churchill is seen at the far right, carrying his

claybeg sword (Photograph found on: hiips://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/mad-jack-churchill-a-rare-breed
-of-warrior/).
Below: Portrait of John “Mad Jack” Churchill (Photo found on hitps.//stoessisheroes.com/meet-heroes-british-
army-lt-col-john-malcolm-thorpe-fleming-mad-jack-churchill/ )



https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/mad-jack-churchill-a-rare-breed-of-warrior/
https://warfarehistorynetwork.com/article/mad-jack-churchill-a-rare-breed-of-warrior/
https://stoessisheroes.com/meet-heroes-british-army-lt-col-john-malcolm-thorpe-fleming-mad-jack-churchill/
https://stoessisheroes.com/meet-heroes-british-army-lt-col-john-malcolm-thorpe-fleming-mad-jack-churchill/

Special Thanks to Our Community Affiliates

Special thanks goes to one of our Community Affiliates, Lassila Funeral Chapel, Chapel
of the Hills, and TGH Aviation. Your partnership with the Placer County Council Navy
League is most appreciated.

Mz

:
LASSILA FUNERAL CHAPEL

FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICE>

Placer County Council Navy League Board of Directors

Council President:

Becky Dunavent

First Vice President:

Bonnie Potter
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Don Anderson
Secretary:

Mona Anderson
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August Anema
Directors:

Mike Holmes, Don Goard, Nancy Goard, Carol Ann Hackley, Janelle
Kershaw, Natalie Brennan, Tom Dunavent, Mike O’Docharty, and Greg Wilbur.
Newsletter:

Natalie Brennan



Thank You For Reading!




