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President’s Letter 

By Rebecca Dunavent 
 
 I truly hope that you were all able to enjoy the holiday season and that 2026 has been 
off to a good start for you!  Our donations to the Toys for Tots program were greatly  
appreciated and helped make the season more joyful for many families. Thank you for your  
ongoing support to this organization! 
 Our January meeting was full of information for Placer County as we had two of Placer 
County’s Board Supervisors (BOS) give us an update on what is happening in Placer County.  
Their talk was informative and they fielded questions from members regarding items currently 
on the BOS docket. One of the things that I appreciate most about our membership is how well 
informed our members are!  I feel so lucky to be leading such a vibrant group of people and am 
always open to hearing suggestions from you on what you may like to see as our topic for a  
future meeting. 
 For our meeting in February we will have the opportunity to get to know three members 
that our new to our Placer County Council but not to the Navy League:  Mike O’Docharty,  
Steve Delikat, and Robert Been were all members of the Sacramento Council and we are  
fortunate now to have them with us!  Each of them will be sharing with us information about 
their military careers so we can get to know them better.  Our next meeting will be on Monday, 
February 16, which is President’s Day.  What better way to celebrate this holiday by hearing 
about three incredible men who have served our country well!  I hope to see you all there! 
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LUTHER BURBANK 
NJRTOC ANNUAL  

MILITARY INSPECTION 
By Rebecca Dunavent 

 

(Photo courtesy of Rebecca Dunavent) 
 
 On Wednesday, January 28, 2026, the Luther Burbank Navy JROTC held their Annual Military  
Inspection (AMI).  This is when the Navy appointed area manager comes to the school to inspect the 
unit.  The AMI is a stressful time period.  Countess ours of hard work are put in by both cadet staff and 
cadets so everything is planned and executed with ease.  It also illustrates how the well the unit operates 
as a whole. 
 Placer County Navy League representatives Mike O’Docharty and Becky Dunavent were invited 
guests and had the honor of watching these young men and women be inspected, execute close-order 
drills, and have the opportunity to interact with them at lunch.  The color guard from this unit is the 
same one that looks so sharp at both the Memorial Day observance and Veterans Day Parade in Auburn. 

Luther Burbank News 
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By Bonnie Potter 

 Phelps Hobart died at home on October 29, 2025, at peace and ready for the next chapter. Phelps 

felt proud that he succeeded in reaching his 85th birthday, despite melanoma and heart issues. 

 Phelps will be remembered for his independent spirit, wry humor, and commitment to public 

service. As an adolescent he earned enough from collecting walnuts in his hometown of Chico, CA, to 

buy himself a black leather jacket when "Rebel Without A cause" swept the movie theaters. At rustic 

Midland School in the Ojai Valley, Phelps industriously chopped enough wood for other boys to rely on 

him for hot water for showers. At Cal Poly, he took on leadership of his fraternity house. 

 After graduation, he married JoAnn McAllister of Fullerton, CA, and launched a career in the 

Sea Services – Navy, Coast Guard, Merchant Marines. Phelps became a Supply Corps officer in the  

Navy, reaching the rank of Lieutenant prior to being separated during the force reduction after the  

Vietnam War. Phelps and JoAnn were active in Audubon, hiked the Appalachian Trail, and filled their 

home with jazz and classical music. Years later, Phelps married Vena "Teddy" Janoe, originally of Baker 

City, Oregon, Together, Phelps and Teddy volunteered in the Sacramento Symphony League, Opera  

Association, St Paul's Episcopal Church. Trinity Lutheran Church, and many charitable causes. Their 

love of travel took them to Asia, the Caribbean, South America, Europe, the South Sea islands, and the 

Middle East. 

 Phelps was very active in the Navy League. He served as a leader in the Sacramento Council, 

the Pacific Merchant Marine Council and in the Pacific Central Region. He served for many years as a 

National Director of the Navy League, becoming a National Director Emeritus when the organization 

structure changed. He actively supported the youth programs of the Navy League, and especially the 

Arkansas Division of the US Naval Sea Cadet Corps. He was also active in the American Legion, most 

recently serving as 1st Vice Commander of American Legion Post 391.  

 Born in Santa Barbara to Helen (née Phelps) and Lewis Deming Hobart, Phelps became a loyal 

and protective brother of his little sister Helen. He admired his ancestor pioneers and their history of  

arriving in Cape Cod in the 1700's and in Sacramento in 1850. He had a special connection with his  

maternal grandmother, Edith Catlin Phelps, an artist of note, his devoted aunt Elizabeth Phelps, and his 

grandfathers, both architects: Stowe Phelps, and Lewis Parsons Hobart, principal architect of Grace  

Cathedral. He is survived by his sister Helen Deming Hobart; nieces Phelps (Kevin) and Phoebe (Julian) 

Feeley and their children Fianna, Josie, and Ace; first wife JoAnn McAllister; Teddy's family; and dear 

friend Amber Tolbert. 

 A Memorial Service was held on Monday, January 5, 2026, at St Paul's Episcopal Church at 

15th and J Streets, Sacramento. Phelps loved the music and historical organ at St Paul's; in lieu of  

flowers, please consider donating to the Music Fund at St. Paul's, or to a charity that supports the great 

outdoors. 

In Memoriam: Phelps Hobart 

10/7/1940 — 10/29/2025 
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By Bonnie Potter 
 Douglas Lee LaMalfa, a dedicated public servant, California statesman, and tireless 
advocate for rural communities and agriculture, passed away on January 6, 2026, in Chico, 
California.  
 Born on July 2, 1960, in Oroville, California, Doug LaMalfa was rooted in the  
agricultural traditions of Northern California as a fourth-generation rice farmer. He attended 
local schools before earning a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Business from California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. From the family farm in Richvale, LaMalfa 
carried the values of hard work, community service, and stewardship throughout his life. 
 LaMalfa’s tenure in public office spanned more than two decades. He began his  
political career in the California State Assembly, representing the 2nd District from 2002 to 
2008. He later served in the California State Senate from 2010 to 2012. In 2012, he was 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives for California’s 1st Congressional District,  
taking office in January 2013. He served with distinction through seven terms, earning  
respect from colleagues across the political spectrum for his commitment to rural America. 
 Doug joined the Placer County Navy League in 2016 when his district included parts 
of Placer County. He was an advocate for the sea services and a valued member of our  
council. When redistricting removed Placer County from the area Doug represented, he and 
his staff never lost interest in the activities of the Placer County Navy League, and many of 
our members maintained a close friendship with him.  
 Congressman Doug LaMalfa’s life was defined by service—on the farm, in the state 
Capitol, and in the halls of Congress. His commitment to his community and his country 
leaves a lasting legacy of advocacy, leadership, and dedication to the people he represented. 
He was a friend of our council and many of our members, and he will be missed.  

In Memoriam: Congressman 

Douglass Le LaMalfa 

7/2/1960 — 1/6/2026 
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By Rebecca Dunavent 
 Our December meeting featured Matthew Vidosh, and Sheila Gery from the Southwest 
Placer County chapter of Toys for Tots.  As usual, Placer County Navy League members were  
incredibly generous - just look at all of the gifts that were going to go from our tree to under the 
trees of families in need! 

Above:  The Toys for Tots donations at the December 2025 meeting. 
Below:  On behalf of the Placer County Council Navy League, Becky Dunavent presents Matthew 

Vidosh a check for $200 to purchase additional items. 
(Photos courtesy of Larry Laverne) 

December 2025 Meeting Recap 
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At our December meeting we were fortunate to present a Quilt of Valor to our very own WWII 
veteran CHUCK SHUMATE!  Chuck celebrated his 102nd birthday this past Veterans Day.   
Here Chuck is wrapped in his quilt and is joined by Placer County Navy League President 
Becky Dunavent, the quiltmaker, Betty Jones, and Ruby Ulrich from the Quilts of Valor  
Foundation.  Thank you for your service, Chuck! 

December 2025 Meeting Recap; Chuck Shumate 

Above:  Chuck Shumate being gifted his own Quilt of Valor  (Photograph courtesy of Larry LaVerne). 
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By Rebecca Dunavent 
 
 We were fortunate to have Placer County Supervisors Cindy Gustafson (District 5) and 
Anthony DeMattei (District 3) to do an update on what’s been happening in Placer County.  
They gave a slide presentation updating us on some of the requirements from the State and 
what Placer County is doing to implement the necessary changes to meet these requirements.  
They also took questions regarding several items that will be coming up during the next few 
Board of Supervisors meetings.  We were also fortunate to have Congressman Kiley’s Senior 
Field Representative, Jack Thompson, and former Placer County Supervisor join us as well.  A 
very informative evening!  

January 2026 Meeting Recap 

Above: January speakers Anthony Demattei (District 3) & Cindy Gustafson (District 5) 

Below: Cindy Gustafson speaking 

(Photographs courtesy of Natalie Brennan). 
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Battlefields to Ballfields 
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Special Thanks to Our Community Affiliates 

Special thanks goes to one of our Community Affiliates, Lassila Funeral Chapel, Chapel 

of the Hills, and TGH Aviation.  Your partnership with the Placer County Council Navy 

League is most appreciated. 

Placer County Council Navy League Board of 

Directors 
Council President: 

 Becky Dunavent 

 

First Vice President: 

 Bonnie Potter 

 

Second Vice President: 

 Don Anderson 

 

Secretary: 

 Mona Anderson 

 

Treasurer: 

 August Anema 

 

Directors: 

 Mike Holmes, Don Goard, Nancy Goard, Carol Ann Hackley, Janelle  

Kershaw, Natalie Brennan, Tom Dunavent, Mike O’Docharty, and Greg 

Wilbur. 

 

Newsletter: 

 Natalie Brennan 
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Thank You For Reading! 


